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Gospel Reflection 

“Today’s Gospel describes the presentation of the child Jesus in the Temple and shows 

Joseph and Mary as devout Jews, following the prescriptions of the Law of Moses. The 

Gospel alludes to several aspects of the Law of Moses: circumcision, the dedication of 

the firstborn son to the Lord, and the purification of a woman after childbirth. According 

to the Law of Moses as presented in the Book of Leviticus, a woman was considered 

ritually unclean during her menstrual period and for a prescribed period of time 

following the birth of a child. After the birth of a son, a woman was considered ritually 

unclean for 40 days. After the birth of a daughter, a woman was considered unclean for 

80 days. In order to be restored to ritual purity, a Jewish woman performed the 

appropriate rites of purification and made the prescribed ritual offering. Today’s Gospel 

notes that Jesus was circumcised on the eighth day after his birth, in accordance with the 

Mosaic Law. At that time, he was called Jesus, the name he was given by the angel 

Gabriel. On the 40th day after Jesus’ birth, Mary performed the appropriate purification 

rites and made her offering at the Temple. Although the Law of Moses required an 

offering of a lamb, those who could not afford a lamb could substitute two turtledoves 

or two pigeons. In this scene, Luke identifies Joseph and Mary as being poor, and indeed 

throughout Luke’s Gospel, Jesus will show special concern for the poor. Another Jewish 

rite referenced in this Gospel is the dedication of the firstborn son to the Lord. In 

remembrance of the feast of Passover, when the firstborn children of the Israelites in 

Egypt were saved from death, the Law of Moses prescribed that all firstborn males of 

Israel should be consecrated to the Lord. In this tradition, Mary and Joseph present the 

infant Jesus in the Temple in Jerusalem. In Jerusalem, Luke reports that Mary and Joseph 

encounter two devout Jews, Simeon and Anna, who recognize the infant Jesus as the 

fulfilment of Israel’s hope for redemption. In Simeon’s words we find a prediction of 

Mary’s witnessing of Jesus’ death on the cross. The Canticle of Simeon, also called by 

its Latin name, Nunc Dimitis, is prayed at night prayer, or compline, during the Liturgy 

of the Hours.”  
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The Solemnity of Mary, the Holy Mother of God – 1st January 

“Today’s reading is a continuation from the Gospel proclaimed at the Christmas Mass at 

midnight. In it the shepherds act upon the message they receive from the angel and go to 

find Jesus in the manger in Bethlehem. In their visit to the manger, the shepherds find 

things just as the angel had said. The shepherds’ visit, therefore, is a moment of 

fulfilment, manifestation, and the beginning of the salvation we receive through Christ. 

In the context of today’s Solemnity, this reading also helps us focus on Mary as the 

Mother of God. The reading tells us at least three things about Mary as a mother. First, 

Mary is described as a reflective person, keeping the reports of the shepherds in her heart. 

Second, we are reminded of how obedient Mary was to God when she named the baby 

Jesus as the angel Gabriel had directed. Third, this reading shows Mary and Joseph 

faithfully observing their Jewish tradition by having Jesus circumcised. Mary’s 

faithfulness to God is evident in all three of these things. Her reflection upon the events 

in her life indicates that she was a person of prayer. This prayer made possible her 

obedience to God and God’s will, even if the outcome was not clear. Finally, her 

faithfulness to a community of faith grounded her relationship with God and enabled her 

to participate in God’s plan of salvation. Because of Mary’s faithfulness to God, she was 

able to receive the gift of God’s Son and accept her role in God’s plan for salvation. By 

doing so, she models for us the path of discipleship and is also called Mother of the 

Church. Our call to discipleship also includes these three aspects. First, discipleship 

means prayer and reflection on the events of our lives that we might see God’s presence 

and work in our lives. Second, discipleship means obedience to God and God's will. 

Third, discipleship includes fidelity to a community of faith.” 

 

 
 

Weekly Collection 

Thank you for last week’s collection which amounted to £357.03 (Plus the regular 

standing orders of c.£477). Your continued financial support for your parish, the diocese 

and the wider Universal Church is much needed and very much appreciated.  
 

We Pray for... 

We pray for all in our Parish who are currently unwell and who are suffering from illness 

of one kind or another, praying especially for the housebound who are not able to join 

us for regular worship. We pray also for those who have recently passed away and for 

those whose anniversaries occur around this time; may they rest in peace. Names of the 

Sick and the Deceased may be written in the Parish Prayer Books and will be prayed for.  



Mass & Service Times for the Coming Week: December 31st – January 6th 
 

Saturday 30th - 17:00 - Our Lady’s                                      (The Holy Family, Year B) 

   Offered for: Mick Frost (RIP) 

   

Sunday 31st - 09:00 - St Nicholas’                                         (The Holy Family, Year B) 

   Offered for: Kieran O’Driscoll (RIP) 

 

Sunday 31st - 11:00 - Our Lady’s                                         (The Holy Family, Year B)    

   Offered for: People of the Parish 

 

Monday 1st - 10:00 - Our Lady's            (Solemnity of Mary, the Holy Mother of God)  

   Offered for:  

 

Tuesday 2nd - 12:00 - Our Lady’s                                    (Mem, St Basil & St Gregory) 

   Offered for:  

 

Wednesday 3rd - 10:00 - Our Lady’s                                                  (Christmas Feria) 

   Offered for:  

                           

Thursday 4th - 09:00 - St Mary’s RCPSchool                                   (Christmas Feria)  

   Offered for: The Children and Staff of St Mary’s RCPS   

         

Friday 5th - 10:00 - Our Lady’s                                                          (Christmas Feria) 

   Offered for:  

 

Saturday 6th - 10:00 - Our Lady's                                                      (Christmas Feria) 

   Offered for:  

    

Saturday 6th - 17:00 - Our Lady’s                          (The Epiphany of the Lord, Year B) 

   Offered for: Michael Doyle (RIP)  

   

Sunday 7th - 09:00 - St Nicholas’                            (The Epiphany of the Lord, Year B) 

   Offered for: People of the Parish 

 

Sunday 7th - 11:00 - Our Lady’s                             (The Epiphany of the Lord, Year B)    

   Offered for:  
 

Confessions: The Sacrament of Reconciliation will take place every week during Adoration and 

Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament (from 9:30 to c.10am) following the 9am Mass on Saturday 

Morning. One may also make an appointment with Fr Pádraig for confession at another suitable time.  
Mass Intentions:  If you would like to have a Mass offered for someone, living or deceased, or for a 

particular intention (exams, interview, etc.), please collect a pre-printed envelope from the back of the 
church. Details of your request, including the preferred date, can then be entered on the front of the 

envelope (legibly please) and then your offering may be placed inside before being given to Fr Pádraig. 

 


